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Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland 21619

Phone: 410-604-2500 
e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com  In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s 
Largest 

Full-Service
Sporting Goods Store

FISHING ARCHERY 
HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS • 

• SHOT GUN SHELLS • DECOYS AND SUPPLIES

Large Selection of Calls!

New 2021

Check out our full line of 
Crossbows & Accessories

Huge Selection!
Drake and Under Armour clothing

Now in Stock!
All types of Trail Camera’s and Deer 

Feeders In Stock!

Hayden Savala 
Gonzales with 
his nice keeper 
Rockfish and two 
Choptank River 
Monster Crabs.

Morgan Jernigan and her opening day velvet Buck.
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family owned and operated

12503 Augustine Herman HWY •  Kennedyville, MD • 410-348-5000  

LARGEST SELECTION 
OF FIREARM AND AMMO IN TRI-STATE AREA

WATER FOWL PRE-SEASON PREP STARTS NOW!

350 LEGEND • 450 BUSHMASTER
AND OTHER CALIBERS AVAILABLE

9 MM, 40 CAL, 45 ACP, 223/5.56

EST 2010

need to know more?

follow us
on instagram & Facebook     Ready for 

  deer season?
WE ARE!
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REGULARS

CREDITS

BY INSPIRATION MINISTRIES
What God Looks For

Everyone was surprised. When they thought of a king, no one in 
Israel considered David to be a candidate. Not even his father, Jesse.

When it became necessary to find a new king, God directed Samuel 
to Jesse’s family in Bethlehem. Each of his sons had admirable 
attributes. Samuel seemed particularly impressed with the oldest, 
Eliab. Samuel might have expected God to select him: He looked like 
a king. He also seemed to have good experience.

On all grounds, David seemed unqualified. He was the youngest. His 
only experience was as a shepherd. And his appearance was not im-
pressive. But God reminded Samuel that He had different standards. 
People look “at the outward appearance,” but God was looking “at 
the heart.”

As a shepherd, David had developed a personal relationship with 
God and demonstrated uncommon bravery. He had the right atti-
tude and had been faithful in every challenge.

Today, learn from the calling of David. Realize that God has a call-
ing on your life. He has chosen and prepared you for a specific as-
signment. Be ready whenever He calls you! Be faithful in every task. 
Seek to have a heart that pleases God. Be faithful with the resources 
He provides. Seek first His kingdom. Learn to be led by His Spirit.

Don’t let anyone – or any task – intimidate you but trust Him. 
Remember, He has equipped and prepared you. He is with you. That 
is all that matters.

Front Cover
Deserted Farmstead
Rosemary Millette

www.wildwings.com
to buy this print.
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JOHN’S BUTCHER SHOP
Deer Skined, Custom Cuts & Freezer Wrapped

Picking DUCKS & GEESE

• Burger • Sausage
• Kielbasa • Hot Dogs
• Bologna & Salami
• Snack Sticks 
• Pepperjack & Cheddar Cheese

FAST / CLEAN / COURTEOUS SERVICE!
Route 297 Worton Road • 410-778-3550 • Cell 410-708-6801

Location: Across from Post Office, Corner of Worton & Lynch Roads
John Clayton, Proprietor

Beer/Bourbon/Bullets
Must be 21 with valid 

state issued ID to enter
Stevensville, Md

(443) 249-3216

Captain Jennifer Ritchie (right) and first mate Sue Brown came out of retirement to help Captain 
Chuckie White of Rock Hall, MD. find the bio mass of Blue Crabs. As for the obivious, the mates 
mouth was wide open the whole trip.

2021-22 Trapping 
Bid Packets Now 
Available for Eastern 
Shore Public Lands
The Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources is cur-
rently accepting bids for the 
2021-2022 trapping season 
at several Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas and other public 
lands. Deadlines for sub-
mitting bid packages are in 
October. The individual with 
the highest bid for each area 
will be awarded annual trap-
ping privileges.  

To bid for trapping privileg-
es at Ellis Bay, Fishing Bay, 
Idylwild, LeCompte, Link-
wood, Nanticoke River, Tay-
lor’s Island, and Wetipquin 
wildlife management areas, 
bid packages must be picked 
up and submitted by noon on 
Oct. 14, 2021 at LeCompte 
Wildlife Management Area, 
4220 Steele Neck Road, 
Vienna. Sealed bids will be 
opened at 1 p.m. on Oct. 14. 
For additional information, 
trappers should call 410-376-
3236, ext. 302 from 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

To bid for trapping privi-
leges at Cedar Island, 
Deal Island, E. A. Vaughn, 
Fairmount, Isle of Wight, 
Johnson, Maryland Ma-
rine Properties, Pocomoke 
River, Pocomoke Sound, 
South Marsh Island, and 
Wellington wildlife manage-
ment areas, along with Janes 
Island State Park, bid pack-
ages must be picked up and 
submitted by noon on Oct. 
19, 2021, at the Wellington 
Wildlife Management Area, 
32733 Dublin Road, Prin-
cess Anne. Sealed bids will 
be opened at 1 p.m. on Oct. 
19. For additional informa-
tion, trappers should call 
410-651-2065 from 7 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 
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In the world of bass fishing there is 
a technique known as the drop shot. 
It is the optimal finesse technique. 
For the unindoctrinated, it looks 
much akin to bottom fishing for white 
perch or Norfolk spot. However, the 
theory is quite opposite. The standard 
bottom fishing set up is 10 to 12 
pound-test-line, a double bottom rig, 
and a 1-ounce weight. The drop shot 
rig uses a small hook for its intended 
species, a 1/8 to ¼-ounce weight, and 
much lighter line – 8 to 10-pound-test 
braided line with a 6 to 8-pound-test 
fluorocarbon leader. This is a light 
set up for a large fish as opposed to 
overmatched tackle for panfish.

     While drop shot fishing sounds 
simplistic, there are numerous nu-
ances to consider from hooking the 
fish to getting it on board. Randy 
Yarnall picked up the technique long 
before the craze hit in recent years. 
He was using the tactic on New York 
lakes back in his days on the BASS 
Invitational and Top 150 tournament 
trails. As bass fishing popularity and 
pressure began to pick up on the 
Potomac River and upper Chesa-

peake, he realized that the drop shot 
rig could be productive here as well.

     It all starts with the equipment: 
rod, reel, line, hook, lure. Randy says, 
“You have to put everything in your 
favor, or you are going to lose a lot 
of fish,” He uses a 7-foot, medium 
power spinning rod with a fast tip. 
It helps him pin the hook in a bass’ 
mouth and control the fish during 
the fight. His reel is spooled with 
10-pound-test braided line. He con-
nects his leader of 6 or 8-pound-test 
fluorocarbon leader of twenty feet to 
a tiny barrel swivel. The swivel s so 
small, it flows through the rod guides 
without damaging them. Those unfa-
miliar with a drop shot rig may think 
a leader that is lighter than the main 
line is counterintuitive. Remember, 
though, this is the ultimate in finesse 
fishing. The braided line is needed for 
its strength, while the fluoro adds a 
bit of stretch and invisibility.

     Randy prefers a long leader 
because the drop shot rig is fished 
in areas that are prone to snags. He 
would rather retie the hook and/or 
weight than leader in entirety. He 

prefers a straight #1 or #2 hook for 
smallmouth bass and a 1/0 for large-
mouth. He gets better penetration 
than with a bend to the hook eye. The 
hook is tied with a palomar knot with 
a long tag end, which is threaded back 
down through the hook eye.

     As for the sinker, Yarnall only 
uses enough weight to hold bottom. 
This may even mean using a mere 
1/8-ounce sinker in 20 feet of water. 
It will take longer to get to the bottom, 
but it will hold. Add current to this 
depth and a ¼ or 3/8-ounce weight 
might be needed. He uses weights 
with the molded in swivel and pinch 
tie. It helps prevent line twists, and 
the knot at the weight will often be the 
first to break off if snagged, salvaging 
the rest of the rig.

     Because the drop shot tech-
nique is the ultra-finesse tactic, you 
need to take a stealthy approach. 
This includes everything from rod 
movement to boat control. In stained 
water, you can get away with fishing 
close to the boat. In clear water, you 
need to position the boat away from 
the cover and make a short cast to it. 
Randy lets the bait sit on a slightly 
slack line once it hits bottom. He 
feels that bass, especially smallies, 
can sense tightness in the rig and will 
not take the hook. He stresses that 
you need to let the rig settle without 
movement. The pickup often happens 
a few seconds after it’s left still on 
the bottom.

     Leaving a little slack in a still 
line is just the start to the presentation. 
You need to determine leader length 
between the hook and weight. Yarnall 
says it comes down to how bass are 
relating to cover. If bass are holding 

on the bottom, he will use a 3-inch 
gap. In rock cover, he may space the 
hook 6 to 12 inches above the weight. 
In deep grass a foot high, he’ll likely 
have an 18-inch spread between the 
weight and hook.

     Randy is very specific with the 
soft plastic bait he uses. He’ll shy 
away from salt laden baits because 
the salt weighs down the lure. He uses 
those that stay in a natural horizontal 
presentation. You will most often find 
him using a 4-inch Berkley GULP 
minnow in green pumpkin. His sec-
ond choice is the Berkley MaxScent 
Flat worm, though they can be hard 
to find at times. He will nose-hook 
the bait, allowing it to stand out away 
from the hook shank. 

     There are specifics to fighting 
bass once hooked on the drop shot rig. 
Yarnall is adamant that you do not set 
the hook. He advises to merely raise 
the rod tip to apply pressure and reel. 
With the small hook size, if you try 
to set the hook it will drag inside the 
bass’ mouth. He fights the fish with 
the rod tip in a 10 o’clock position. 
His drag setting is rather light – about 
4 pounds of drag at most. This is 
light enough to allow a bass to make 
a run, but tight enough to still have 
a measure of control. He has rarely 
lost a fish incorporating all of these 
techniques.

     While fishing a drop shot rig 
may look a lot like bay bottom fish-
ing, there is truly more than meets 
the eye. I have been blessed to learn 
these techniques and nuances first 
hand from Randy and have become 
comfortable with the drop shot rig. 
With him, it’s less of a technique and 
more of an art.

“Tackle Box Tim”“Tackle Box Tim”
Shallow Thoughts

Chapel Cove Marina
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

Located Next To 
Island Grill
Taylors Island, MD 

Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
taylorsi@intercom.net

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
Same Low Prices and Same Quality! 

from the same fine folks at 

Taylor’s Island Family Campground

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Full line of Traditional 
Archery Equipment.

Randy Yarnall shows a Susquehanna River smallmouth bass 
caught on a drop shot rig.
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The New Jersey Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife 
has certified the catch of a 
gray tilefish on Sept. 16 as 
the new state-record tilefish. 
The fish weighed 23 pounds 
8 ounces, and was caught 
Sept. 1 by George Hanakis 
of Perth Amboy, New Jersey, 
while he was fishing aboard 
the Jamaica, which was cap-
tained by Howard Bogan, 
Jr. Hanakis’ fish eclipsed 
the prior state record by 
4 ounces, according to 
NJDEP. The fish measured 
34-inches in length, with a 
25-inch girth.

He was using 100-pound 
test braided line and caught 
it in Wilmington Canyon, which is located far off the New Jersey coast. New 
Jersey recognizes only two species of tilefish, a deep-water marine species, 
for the records: the gray and the golden. The gray tilefish is recognized as the 
blueline tilefish by the International Game Fish Association, and by other states 
such as Maryland. Both monikers for tilefish are for the same species, identified 
by scientists as Caulolatilus microps.

This name difference and proper species identification may prove significant 
for Hanakis’ N.J. state record, since IGFA currently recognizes the all-tackle 
record for the blueline tilefish species is currently 23 pounds 4 ounces. The current 
world-record tilefish was caught off New Jersey by Mark Milici in May 2015.

Most state catches must go through a rigorous certification process to be 
recognized by the state-maintained record books. Often the paperwork and 
certification needed for a state record is sufficient for IGFA record status. If 
Hanakis enters his New Jersey record catch paperwork to IGFA as a blueline, 
his state-record tilefish likely could be a new all-tackle IGFA record for the 
species. The IGFA currently recognizes 10 species of tilefish in its records: 
Atlantic goldeye, Bahama, blackline, blueline, golden-eyed, great northern, 
red, Saito’s, sand, and southern.

The New Jersey State-Record Tilefish 
May Be a New World Record

Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Check out E-line Store - 
www.theshoresportsman.com

Ernest Hemingway
“Somebody behind you while you are fishing is as bad as someone looking over 

your shoulder while you write a letter to your girl.”

• Corn
• Fowl Ammo
• Deer Ammo
• Muzzleloading Supplies
• Firearm Cleaning Products
• Decoys and Accessories
• Marine Supplies
• Fishing Tackle
• Bait (Minnows, Worms, Cut 
Bait)

4729 Mountain Road
Pasadena, Md.
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410-744-1779
By Appointment

Precision 
Taxidermy

AWARD WINNING DISTINGUISHED TAXIDERMIST 

410-744-1779
Catonsville , MD

ALL GAME SPECIES
Dedicated to 

preserving your 
trophy & memories!

410-744-1779

Precision 
Taxidermy

AWARD WINNING DISTINGUISHED TAXIDERMIST 

410-744-1779
Catonsville , MD

ALL GAME SPECIES
Dedicated to 

preserving your 
trophy & memories!

410-744-1779

John Barresi is dedicated to crafting 
true-to-life taxidermy mounts 

that recreate your hunting 
memories and experiences!

Distinguished Taxidermist

Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381

Hunter and Jake with a limit of Dove.

NOW BOOKING FALL TRIPS FOR ROCKFISH

Departing from Deal Island and Cape Charles
www.fishandduck.com

Call Captain Harry 443.871.3499

Why do you wear pink camo? 
Are you going to hunt flamingos?

- Unknown

Call Danny B. Harrison for PriCing & sPeCials

410-714-2200

Harrison’s Outfitter Service offers you 
the experience to hunt 

on prime waterfowl area’s!
Harrison’s Outfitter service 

PRIDES itself on the quality of the hunt!

Licensed Licensed 
OUTFITTER & Master GuideOUTFITTER & Master Guide

Now Booking for: 
Sea Ducks - Cast & Blast - Diver Ducks - Puddle Ducks - Dove 
- Canada Goose - Whitetail Deer -  Sika Deer - Charter Fishing

Captain Lee Buckel and his son Patrick with a nice Red Drum.
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Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your Daily 

Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open Early 
Every Morning!
Very Fresh 

Hot 
Morning Coffee!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Check Cashing

Dump Tickets, 
QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Race Trax, Lottery, 
Keno, ATM, 

Fishing Bait, Air Pumps
Prepaid Cell Phone Cards

410-744-1779
By Appointment

Precision 
Taxidermy

AWARD WINNING DISTINGUISHED TAXIDERMIST 

410-744-1779
Catonsville , MD

ALL GAME SPECIES
Dedicated to 

preserving your 
trophy & memories!

410-744-1779

Precision 
Taxidermy

AWARD WINNING DISTINGUISHED TAXIDERMIST 

410-744-1779
Catonsville , MD

ALL GAME SPECIES
Dedicated to 

preserving your 
trophy & memories!

410-744-1779

John Barresi is dedicated to crafting 
true-to-life taxidermy mounts 

that recreate your hunting 
memories and experiences!

Distinguished Taxidermist

Deer Corn $15 per $100# bag

All About Bait and Tackle Shop
 Live and Frozen Baits

Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp / / Razor Clams / Bait Shrimp / 
Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle / Crabbing Suppies / Pots / Lines and Much More!  

Fresh Cut Live Douglas Fir Christmas Trees (coming Thanksgiving)
7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(410) 590-0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net

Glen and his friends were all smiles after a great dove hunt with 
Schrader’s Outdoors.

Nic Kuvshinoff is at Hoopers Island Bridge. - Fishing Creek  · 
Now here's something you don't see every day. I was at Hoopers Island 
this morning, 9/24 to see the Pelicans when I noticed an Osprey fishing 
nearby. I thought the Ospreys had all left town, but apparently not. My 
understanding is that the current season's youngsters can tend to stay 
around longer than the adults, so that would seem to be confirmed based 
on this individual's eye color. I'm pretty sure that trying to take a crab 
might also be an indication of immaturity! I've never seen an Osprey try 
to take a crab. First off the crab, as you can plainly see here, is clawing 
back. Secondly, I'm pretty sure the Osprey has no way to crack open 
the shell with that beak, which it seems to me is designed to tear at soft 
flesh. Eventually, the Osprey decided maybe crab wasn't on the breakfast 
menu after all and they made a mutual decision to let each other go. The 
crab eventually fell back into the water. I do think the Osprey's eyes seem 
to be open a bit wider than usual 
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9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine

24 Covered Benches
$20 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

Hurricane Ducks

“Tuna The Tide”“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark 
Galasso

The weather man was pretty ani-
mated as he described the impend-
ing storm. A huge low pressure was 
heading up the east coast. Remnants 
of a tropical storm that dumped up 
to ten inches of rain in one day on 
parts of Texas and Louisiana. As it 
was expected to hit the mid Atlantic 
a massive cold front would sweep 
it offshore. The radar was showing 
bands of rain and heavy thunder-
storms already starting to hit the 
Carolinas. By tomorrow it would 
be over Delmarva according to the 
weatherman. Gale Force winds and 
intermittent bands of heavy rain. 
Then strong winds ushering colder 
temperatures streaking in from the 
Northwest. 

I looked over at my hunting partner, 
Bull, my Black Lab nestled comfort-
ably at my feet. He picked up his 
head with a bit of excitement. Yup. 
I’ll bet the Ducks will be flying good 
tomorrow!

I made two phone calls. One to my 
b r o t h e r 

and the other to my neighbor. It 
seemed like they were also watching 
the weather and came to the same 
conclusion. A hurricane duck hunt. 
Should be an adventure.

We decided that the best shot would 
be to drive from Grasonville to Chin-
coteague before the weather got too 
bad and drive up to Pocomoke in the 
morning and hunt a public marsh we 
knew well in Rehobeth, Maryland. It 
would have good access and sheltered 
hunting spots. And more importantly 
lots of Wood Ducks and Teal. My 
brother and his friend decided to 
meet us at the boat ramp at 5am. My 
neighbor and I loaded up the gear 
including his Jon Boat and headed 
to Chincoteague. Everything was set.

After a few hours sleep my neigh-
bor and I got up at o dark thirty. My lab 
Bull was already awake pacing back 
and forth. It was dark but we could 
hear the rain and wind pounding the 
house. My porch furniture was in a 
pile in one corner of the porch. I’ll get 
that later I thought. We hopped in my 
truck and headed off the Island. It was 
eerie. The spray coming off the water 
as we drove across the causeway was 
blinding. The road was full of dead 
marsh grass making it almost invisible 
to see. At least if we got flooded we 
had a boat behind us! It seemed like 
it took us forever to reach the boat 
ramp and when we did there was no 
water. As we pondered what to do 

we saw headlights heading our way. 
It was my brother and his buddy. 

The four of us stared at the ramp 
trying to come up with a game plan. 
The ramp in Pocomoke we use is 
not much. It’s short, steep and ends 
abruptly into the Pocomoke River. 
We could see 2 to 3 ft. chop literally 
at the end of the ramp. The wind was 
howling and it was raining sideways. 
This was a no go.

 As we stood there getting pressure 
washed a thought occurred to me. A 
friend of mine owned a small sec-
tion of marsh just a few mile down 
river. He told me I could hunt there 
whenever I wanted. And best of all 
you could actually walk into it from 
a small camper we used as a lodge at 
the edge of the marsh. So we all hoped 
in the vehicles and headed there. The 
mile long lane to the trailer was a mud 
pit already. But with a little luck and 
four wheel drive we made it. 

We decided to wait until the sun 
came up before we ventured into the 
marsh. Between the muskrat holes and 
mud it was going to be tough going 
but it was doable. We could see the 
little creek from the trailer. Normally 
it was about 100 feet wide. It was only 
a few feet wide, maybe 10. The wind 
had blown all the water out! Change 
of plans. We each grabbed 3 decoys, 
guns, a box of shells each and a toss 
line to retrieve the decoys when we 
finished. 

The boat would stay on the trailer. 
Out into the marsh we walked single 
file with my retriever in the lead. We 
were heading to a small point about 
a hundred yards away where the 
creek split in two. I had hunted here 
a few times before. The wild celery 
was high and made for perfect cover. 
The spot in front of the point looked 
like a pond. 

The main creek in had a little wa-
ter but the two smaller creeks were 
nothing but mud. We threw out the 
decoys into the pond. A few were 
upside down but there was no way to 
right them and we figured when the 
ducks started flying it wouldn’t much 
matter. And we waited. And Waited.

Nothing flew. We sat there for al-
most two hours. We were soaked to 
the bone. When I’d hunted here in the 
past it was over by 8:00am. Woodies 
and Teal like to fly at sunrise. It was 
now 9:30am and nothing. I noticed 
the tide was starting to come back 
in and the two smaller creeks were 
starting to fill. 

And the wind was now probably 

only about 40knots instead of 60. 
Even the rain which was coming 

in sideways was starting to change 
direction. And then we heard it. The 
whistle of wings. Close. All four of 
us dropped down. Two Greenwings 
plopped into the decoys. But before 
anyone could raise a gun they were 
gone again. The next time we would 
be ready. And we were. About 10 Teal 
came flying low over the marsh from 
the direction of the River. No one 
ducked. Instead we raised the guns 
and let them have it. Five dropped 
and the other 5 went straight up in 
the air like little rocket ships and then 
disappeared into thin air. For the next 
hour it was a circus show. Shooting at 
Teal, Woodies and a few Mallards. I 
never even looked at my dog. He just 
kept going and piling up ducks next 
to where we were standing.

 At one point I looked down at the 
pile of ducks and realized they were 
starting to float. I looked around and 
realized the tide had come up almost 
7 feet in just two hours. We were all 
standing in water about a foot deep 
and the little creek was now a river, 
current and all. Just then we heard a 
quack. A pair of low flying Mallards 
was heading our way. 

This had to be our last shot or we 
would have to swim for shore! We 
got them both and Bull went out on 
the retrieve. While he was gone we 
used the toss lines and got back the 
decoys. By now the water was up to 
our knees and we still had to get back 
to the trailer a hundred yards away. 
Off we went. 

Now we couldn’t see the Muskrat 
holes and I went down first. Soaked 
and covered with mud. Nice. But we 
finally made it back, ducks decoys 
and all. Relief. We had everything. 
Everything except my dog! Bull! We 
all started calling out but no sign of 
him. We sat there hoping he was ok. 
How was I going to explain losing 
the dog to the wife and kids. It was 
hard enough trying to explain why 
we were hunting during a hurricane.

     And then there he was with one 
of the Mallards tucked neatly in his 
jaws. Tail wagging. I think he was 
actually smiling! 

Hey Guys look at me. You might 
have missed a bunch of ducks today 
but I didn’t miss any. As we drove into 
the McDonalds drive through an hour 
or so later I placed my order. Two Big 
Macs, Two cups of HOT coffee and a 
Double Quarter Pounder for my dog!

Councell Charters

410-708-4241

Book Now for Fall!
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

Now Booking 
2022

Season!
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Wittman Wharf is in the heart of the 
Bay Hundred area.

Centrally located in the Chesapeake Bay region, 
Tilghman Island & Wittman, MD can trace its 

commercial fishing roots back to the 1800’s. 
Life on Tilghman Island & Wittman during that 
time centered largely on the water and the land. 

Commercial Fishing and  
farming were the two main ways of life and has 

continued as such for many years.  
Wittman Wharf Seafood is now in the old Ray 
Jones seafood processing plant. Also, Dogwood 
Harbor on Tilghman Island is home to the last 

operational Skipjack fleet in North America.

410-310-1821
8768 Howeth Road

Wittman, MD

Marc Bridges and Craig English a.k.a. Captain Zero released this beautiful Red Drum in 
Septenber.

Roger hunted with Schrader’s Outdoors and 
his guide Butch on opening day of Dove.

300-pound stingray 
attacks man off NY 
coast, leading to 
daring Coast Guard air 
rescue

A boat crewman was jabbed by a 300-pound 
stingray off the New York coast, forcing the U.S. 
Coast Guard to launch a daring helicopter rescue 
in the dark late Sunday.

It happened about 40 miles southwest of Montauk, 
according to a news release.

The man was working aboard the Shelby Ann, a 
commercial fishing boat, when he “was struck by 
a stingray barb below the knee” and began going 
into shock, officials said.

He was identified as James McKenna by station 
WJAR, which reported the Rhode Island resident 
was hauling in a fishing net when it happened.

Coast Guard officials sent an MH-60 Jayhawk to 

the scene and video shows McKenna was strapped 
in a gurney and precariously hoisted with cables off 
the deck to the helicopter above. The operation was 
describe as “challenging,” officials said.

“He was screaming and he was in a lot of pain 
up until the time that we had him in the aircraft, 
so he was very grateful when we offloaded him,” 
Lt. Junior Andrew Doyle told WJAR in a recorded 
interview.

McKenna was taken to Rhode Island Hospital 
in Providence, and listed in stable condition, of-
ficials said.

The Shelby Ann sails out of Point Judith, Rhode 
Island, the Coast Guard reported.

Rescuers didn’t describe the type of stingray 
involved in the incident, or what became of it. Some 
species such as roughtail stingrays can reach “7 feet 
across and 14 feet long,” according to the New Jer-
sey Division of Fish and Wildlife. Roughtails have 
“three barbs” on their tail that are “poisonous,” but 
human deaths are uncommon, the division says.
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By Jim Gronaw

WHEN BASS ARE IN 
SMALL STREAMS

“Fishin’ Back East”“Fishin’ Back East”

Every year I look forward to those 
last, warm days of fall when summers’ 
edge is slipping away, and the leaves 
are in many colors. The waters are 
cool now, way too much to wet-wade 
in, but the air is crisp. Certain species 
of fish have had their hey-day in the 
summer heat and humidity, but the 
actions of the smallmouth bass are 
different. They are the ones that I 
am after.

It doesn’t matter much to me if the 
fish hardly reach a foot in length, as 
long as they can pound a hair jig and 
leap way out of the water, I am happy. 
Surely, those 15-inch and even larger 
bass will get my heart racing, but they 
don’t all have to be small-stream gi-
ants. All they have to do is bite, pull 
hard and jump.

Most of my favorite spots are spo-
ken of in hushed secrecy, as if the bass 
crowd can’t wait to get their hands on 
a bunch of pint-sized smallmouths that 
challenge an ultralight rod. This, even 
I know, is of little concern to “real” 
bass fishermen who chase their fish 
from the comforts of a metal-flake 
machine and at high speeds. I am 
slower, older now and sometimes a 
little rocky stretch of shoreline can 
challenge the arthritic nature of my 
body. God has been very good to me 
over time, but in a way, time has not.

If you know the Monocacy River 
and its’ many tributaries, then you 
know most of my favorite locations. 
If I am up to it, I’ll throw the kayak 
on the truck and head to the main 
river. But more often, I’ll seek smaller 
venues with large numbers of smaller 

fish to challenge my dwindling an-
gling skills. There is something about 
aggressive, leaping bass that fill me 
with joy as leaves start to fall. Certain 
creeks just north of the Mason Dixon 
Line have held fond memories for me 
when the temperatures drop. Some of 
them not only hold good smallmouths, 
but others have decent largemouth 
strains as well. 

Hair jigs are my favorite lures 
now, not just because they are those 
that I made, but mostly because they 
work. Yes, I’ll admit, it’s a bit of a 
head trip anytime you catch a fish 
on a lure you made yourself. But the 
diversity and effectiveness of the jig 
just makes it my number one choice. 
Indeed, anything that swims in the 
stream will hit them. Let’s throw in 
rock bass, red breast sunfish, fallfish, 
various other sunfish species and the 
occasional marauding channel catfish 
or carp. And on rare instances…a 
holdover rainbow or brown trout that 
somehow survived the wash-down 
from a mountain creek. 

 When the jigs aren’t popping, 
I’ll toss the classic Rebel Crayfish in 
its’ smallest size. Can anything with 
fins, in any stream, resist this incred-
ible lure? I doubt it. If things get re-
ally tough and the water has a stain, 
I’ll use another classic, a #2 Mepps 
Spinner with a gold blade. The only 
other lure choice would have to be 
a floating Rapala in gold or silver. 
Smallmouths love these lures and will 
take them well into the fall season as 
long as water temperatures hold above 
50 degrees.

 Some of my 
favorite “holes” don’t 
look like much, and 
several of them are 
within the listening 
range of highway 
traffic. Others look 
like shelters for the 
homeless under an 
obscure bridge and yet 
others are classically 
idyllic complete with 
cattle, rushing water 
and electric fencing 
nearby. Still others are 
far from the crowds, 
even remote, and re-
quire more effort to 
reach than I can mus-
ter. Those are some of 
the best ones.

Especially in the 
fall, those seasonal 
changes can cause 
problems. Morning 
dew, even frost, can 
make footing chal-
lenging to arthritic 
legs…or healthy ones, for that matter. 
Leaves are falling, and some great 
and larger eddys are cluttered on the 
surface with a rotating swirl of maple, 
oak and sycamore leaves along with a 
fresh crop of pine needles. Throw in 
that soda can that makes a continuous 
circle and it’s a stark reminder that 
civilization is a short run upstream.

That first cast is always a cool and 
exciting event, even if it is followed 
by several more that produce nary a 
fish. Maybe ten tosses later, you get 
a hard smack from “something” that 
seemed to have a little meat to it. Two 
casts later, you set the hook to a solid 
strike and a foot-long bronzeback 
rockets skyward in a vain attempt 
for freedom. Wow! This, you think, 
or even utter, is why you came here! 
As the fish digs hard and jumps two 
more times, you keep it out of the 
leaves and rocks. Finally, it comes to 
hand. A deserving trophy for such a 
diminutive creek. He is fat and boasts 
those classic tiger-stripe markings 
we all love to see. His eyes are red 
and his temper up. As you release 

him and watch him swim away you 
immediately wonder…”how many 
more are in this pool?”

Probably the greatest challenge, to 
me, anyway, is the fact that creek bass 
get active when many other species 
do likewise. Those big crappies and 
bluegills are on the feed and it’s time 
for fillets. The last hurrah for active, 
lure-chasing stripers will soon come 
to an end and the native brook trout 
gig is in all its’ glory for those who 
can hike and hunt them down…a sport 
all its’ own. Yes, small stream bassing 
has its’ competition. It’s a choice.

For now, I’ve got a couple places I 
can still get to and maybe catch twenty 
bass during a single outing, though 
small in size. A 14-incher is a giant, 
but the rock bass and creek sunfish 
make it up in between the bass. I’ll 
lose a few lures and wobble back to the 
truck, breathe the fresh air and take a 
few fall photos as the glory abounds. 
It’s all a part of the game when bass 
are in small streams.
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Bucky Howe and his opening day 10 point velvet buck.

Hailey Bartlett was catching Spanish mac-
keral out of the surf in Myrtle Beach, S.C. last 
month.

Brody and Chris with a nice limit of Dove. Photo courtesy of Ches-
ter River Seafood.
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Two Pheasant Hunting 
Opportunities Available 
in Maryland Via Lottery

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources will 
be offering two opportunities for hunters to pheasant 
hunt throughout 
Maryland. The de-
partment invites 
all junior license 
holders, apprentice 
license holders, and 
lapsed hunters to 
apply to partici-
pate in this year’s 
stocked pheasant 
hunts and/or ap-
ply for the men-
tored pheasant hunt 
event. 

The stocked pheasant hunts are do-it-yourself hunts that 
will take place on 12 Maryland wildlife management areas 
and two state forests on November 20 and 21. The mentored 
hunt event will take place at Wild Wings Hunting Preserve 
in Friendsville on Nov. 6 and 7. Please note these are two 
separate opportunities. More information and detailed de-
scriptions can be found on the department’s website.

A lapsed hunter is someone who has held a Maryland 
hunting license in the past, but has not purchased a license 
in three of the past five years. A lapsed hunter can also be 
a new hunter (such as an apprentice hunter) who has not 
purchased a hunting license in any three of the past five years.

“We are very excited to once again offer this unique 
hunting opportunity,” Wildlife and Heritage Service Direc-
tor Paul Peditto said. “With more locations added this year, 
the stocked pheasant hunts provide all who participate with 
memories to last a lifetime.”

All applicants must have a DNR ID number to apply and 
will need to possess a valid hunting license to participate 
in the hunt, should they be selected. Applications for the 
stocked pheasant hunt will only be accepted through the 
department’s Compass online portal by Oct. 15. Applications 
for the mentored hunt event will only be selected through 
the event application link by Oct. 1. There is no charge to 
apply and no charge for selected applicants to participate.

Space is limited at each of these hunts to help ensure a 
quality hunting experience and increase the likelihood that 
hunters will see birds and have the opportunity to harvest 
one or two. 

More information, including FAQs, application links 
and hunt areas, is available on the department’s Mentored 
Hunt Program webpage and then by clicking the Stocked 
Pheasant Hunt button or the Upcoming Events button at the 
top of the page. Hunters can contact Chris Markin by email 
at Christopher.markin@maryland.gov with any questions.

Gordon Griffith JR. waited months for this impressive Buck.

 Right at the end of the day James and Wyatt pulled up this big slob of a blue 
catfish to take home first place in the catfish division of the Wyatt Russum's Heroes 
Invitational fishing tournament. 150+ fisherman on 30 boats and they find the largest 
fish of the day. Photo Courtesy of Sea Dux charters.
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“When Competition Quality and Customer Service are a priority....”

Producing quality Taxidermy for over 30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MD State Bow Record DeerStop by and See Us Today!

Captain Harry aboard the Kingfish II with a nice Black Drum for 
his customer.

John Plasha Jr bagged this beauty on Sept 10th 2021 in Butler-
town, Kent County. A 12 pointer with 3 main beams and 2 drop 
tines. Some on the velvet was still on.
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SPANNING THE GLOBE

Now Booking for 2022!

Courtesy of Team Dempsey Guide Service is at Oden’s Dock. - 
Hatteras, NC- You never know! 
While puppy drum fishing in 18 inches of water we got a rather 
large bite. After about 15 minutes we saw the tail of a big drum 
and the excitement continued to build. At approximately the 30 
minute mark the fish decided to swim off of the edge into 5 feet 
of water. Shortly after the fish finally started coming to the boat. 
Well I guess the rest is history...... We were 5 miles from the inlet in 
the pamlico sound near Buxton. I would guess this fish to be in the 
mid to upper 40 inch range. 

Kelli Sapp and her smooth Puffer fish.

Tony Obrien took his daughter Madie to Wyoming for opening 
week of mule deer season. Great trip and she got a terrific buck.

 Saving elk one wolf at a 
time!" Rocky Jacobsen, 
Bugling Bull Game Calls 
owner, called in this wolf for 
George Law, the day be-
fore Idaho opening day for 
archery elk season.
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“Montana Grant”“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

ARROWHEADS!!!

Hunting arrows are designed to be 
sharp! Unlike a bullet, arrows have no 
shock or impact power. They need to 
quickly penetrate and promote instant 
bleeding. Many critters hit with a arrow 
never feel the passthrough. 

I once created my own primitive 
bow, string, arrow, and knapped ar-
rowheads. The points were knapped 
with an antler from chert. My turkey 
feathered fletching’s were attached us-
ing sinew and a homemade adhesive. I 
used this stick and string rig to harvest 
a white-tailed buck. At 15 yards the 
homemade arrow with a stone point 
passed through the buck. He just stood 
there and slowly walked off. I later 
found him near the creek.

The key to killing a critter with an 
arrow is bleeding. As the blood flows 
from the wound, the animal will become 
disoriented and often head to water. 
They become dehydrated and eventu-
ally go into shock. 

Modern arrowheads come in many 
variations. No matter what tip you 
choose, always keep them sharp. There 
are well over 1,000 broadheads offered 
on the market. Let’s discuss a few points

 MECHANICALS    This ar-
rowhead is designed to have folded 
blades that open upon impact. The 
slim profile allows the arrows to fly 
more aerodynamically. A retention 
system keeps the blades folded until 
penetration begins. You must shoot 
these heads in the closed position. 
Crossbows often shoot have this style 
of head. Mechanical heads lose energy 
quickly after impact.

 FIXED BLADES    These 
arrowheads have sharped edge blades 
that do not move. The winged blades 
can cause arrows to plane or drift. 
Some fixed blades are just a single 
flat blade while others can contain 6 
blades. The blades can be bigger and 
wider. Replaceable blades offer sharp 
replacements. Use damaged or used 
blades for range practice. It is important 
to tune the arrow heads to the shaft and 
fletching. 

 HYBRIDS and SINGLE 
BEVELS    Imagination creates many 
arrowhead variations. Some heads of-
fer a fixed and mechanical feature. The 
goal is to increase the wound channel 
size. Single bevel, two bladed heads 
have some definite advantages. These 
blades are designed for larger big game 
animals like bears, moose, elk, and 
buffalo. The single bevel design causes 
the arrow to naturally spin and create a 
increased wound channel. This design 
tends to split bone rather than driving 
through it. This arrowhead works best 
on slower recurve and compound bows. 

OTHER VARIABLES    Modern 

arrowheads are designed to create a 
cutting diameter from ¾ of an inch to 
2 ¾ inches. The larger the cutting area, 
the more damage you can inflict. More 
blades will reduce penetration, as the 
head quickly loses power upon impact.

 Less powerful bows often shoot 
lighter arrows. These bows offer less 
than 50 pounds of power. Keep your 
heads simple and to just 3 or less blades. 
Cutting diameters should be less than 
1 ¼ inches. 

Mechanical and hybrid arrowhead 
are best for heavier draw bows and 
crossbows. 

Arrowhead weights are also impor-
tant. These points can range from 75 to 
315 grains. Most hunters use 100-125 
weight points. Since most archery kills 
are within 25 yards or less, speed is not 
a major concern. Heavier arrow and 
head combinations offer better accuracy 
and penetration. 

Arrowhead tip shape is important. 
Chisel tips, cone shaped tips, and cut on 
contact tips provide different penetra-
tion needs. These styles offer instant 
penetration benefits. Heavy haired and 
hides can prevent penetration. These 
points offer a solution. 

The most important concept about 
arrowheads is to accurately stick them 
where they can do the most damage. As 
range increases, accuracy, and energy 
decreases. Great archers rarely exceed 
25 yards. I have never shot a bow killed 
critter at over 18 yards. Good hunters 
hunt and stalk. Getting close is a skill 
that is often overlooked. 

AIM FOR THE EXIT!!! Whenever 
you shoot an arrow or bullet at a big 
game critter, think about where the 
projectile is leaving the body. Your goal 
is to create a wound channel through 
the lungs and vitals. Critters are rarely 
broadside when you shoot. Bones can 
deflect or stop a projectile. A well-
placed shot is the most important skill 
you need to master. Practice often!

Aim Small, Miss Small!
Montana Grant

MOUNTAIN SHAKERS!!!

Rattlesnakes can be found in most 
states. In Montana, rattlers are becom-
ing more common. The changing, 
hot, dry weather makes for a perfect 
environment for all snakes. I found a 
Bull snake hugging the fence line in my 
yard just yesterday. AS I closed in with 
the mower, he skirted under the fence 
and became the neighbor’s problem. 
This was only the second time that I 
have seen a snake in my yard!

Its common to see Rattlers along 

roadways and under debris, or rocks. 
“Seek and ye will find.” Usually, the 
snakes let you know they are there 
before you find them. 

Maryland also has its share of 
snakes. Timber Rattlers, Copperheads, 
and many other non-venomous snakes 
have become increasingly abundant. 
As a kid, growing up in Western, 
Maryland, I only saw Rattlers, when 
I hunted for them. Certain areas were 
known for large snake dens, so as kids 
we had to see them to be sure. We 
bushwhacked, hiked, and ranged all 
over the mountains, and I never saw 
a surprise snake. Copperheads were 
also not very common. Usually, if you 
left them alone, they left you alone.

I remember my first Rattler encoun-
ter, when Fall turkey hunting. I had 
bushwhacked into the dark, toward 
my favorite roosting trees. I parked 
myself against a log and waited for 
the sun to rise. From the moment that 
I sat down, I kept hearing movement 
in the leaves. There were all kinds of 
rodents, walking stick insects, and 
other rustlers in the leaves. As the sun 
came up, I looked over and saw the 
rustling culprit! Not 3 feet away, was 
a 3-foot-long timber rattler! He must 
have been out hunting too and the cold 
morning had slowed him down. I was 
leaning on his home. 

So, the other day, 
my Appalach ian 
Hunting buddies dis-
covered a huge Rattler 
in our old stomping 
grounds, along Fair-
view Road. It was 
in the old road and 
had been hit by a 
vehicle. The carcass 
was a few hundred 
feet from our old 
hunting camp. Now, 
Montana has some 
huge snakes. A giant 
rattler, found near 
Ennis, MT., opened 
a lot of eyes. Bull 
Snakes in Montana 
get several feet long 
and eat Rattlesnakes 
for lunch. This Mary-
land Rattler was the 
biggest that I had ever 
seen from Maryland. 

Fairview Road was 
also the stomping 
grounds of Meshack 
Browning, Mary-
land’s Daniel Boone. 
In his journal, he 

references seeing huge rattlesnakes 
and giant dens. 

You can age a rattler by counting the 
number of rattles on their tails. Every 
time they shed their skin, a rattle, or 
skin scale is left. These rattles can be 
broken off or lost. Recently, many rat-
tlers are being found with no rattles. 
These “stealth rattlers” also tend to be 
more aggressive. 

Like it or not, your chance of a 
Snake encounter is greater now than 
ever. There are more snakes slithering 
around and having a close encounter 
is more likely. They are searching 
for food, mates, and shelter. Your 
critters, kids, and family need to be 
snake aware. 

If you are in a dense snake area, 
consider wearing snake proof chaps or 
shin guards. Educate everyone about 
these serpents. Have a plan, just incase 
someone gets bit! A snake capture stick 
works great to pick the snakes up and 
transport them. A sack, feedbag, or 
sealed bucked are good ways to control 
a captured snake. Keep your distance, 
if possible, but if these snakes are in 
your space, they need to go. 

I hope that my hunting buddies 
in Garrett County, MD. are paying 
attention. 

Montana Grant

410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods
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410-726-7946

Red drum (AKA; redfish, channel bass, puppy 
drum) are not a fish that most local anglers 
tangle with. And that’s not so much because they 
aren’t available, but because they’re more of a 
specialty fish that rarely show up in the kind 
of huge numbers that makes it easy for any old 
“Joe fisherman” to go out and intentionally or 
even accidentally catch. A fair number of the 
smaller “puppy drum” are taken in the back bays 
and inlet area each season but when it comes to 
the big fish, most are taken by surf anglers who 
pretty much have the knowledge to deploy the 
right bait and tackle at just the right time when 
the fish are moving past our coast. Landing a big 
red in the surf is certainly a great accomplish-
ment and testimony to the skills of anyone who 
enjoys fishing from the beach.

Local surf anglers know that late September 
and October is the time when migrating drum 
give them the best shot of hooking one of these 
big “bulls” from the beach. But as they move 
down the coast the drum can also be found from 
the shoreline and out five or more miles, so the 
joy of doing battle with these fish isn’t neces-
sarily reserved strictly to surf casters. Right now 
anyone who has a boat that’s capable of taking 
them even just a mile or two offshore can have 
a chance to tangle with these coveted game fish.

Before going much farther I’d better point out 
that that most, if not all, of these nearshore drum 
run 40-50 inches in length. While that makes for 
a nice big fish, anglers need to know that it’s 
too big to show the gang back home anything 
but a photo of. Red drum have a “slot-limit” 
which allows only fish that are between 18 and 
27 inches in length to be kept. So keep in mind 
that this is strictly a catch-and-release fishery. 
Anglers who can’t handle such a thought had 
better avoid the temptation and steer clear of 
these fish altogether!

This nearshore drum fishery is not one that’s 
widely recognized or even publicized by those 
who know about it, but for at least a few weeks 
each fall it allows anglers a fun and somewhat 
unique fishing opportunity. I sort of stumbled 
into these fish accidentally while bottom and 
shark fishing over the years in areas such as 
Little Gull Shoal, McCabes, and the south end 
of Great Gull Shoal. Usually what happens is the 
big fish hit our bottom rigs intended for trout and 
croaker or they snap-up one of our deep shark 
baits. Since these fish usually run 30-50 pounds 
it’s easier to get them to the boat when they take 
the tackle intended for sharks, but even when 
they hit our light bottom tackle (two-hook rig 
baited with squid) we’re fortunate to land most 

of those that we hooked.
Just because they’re caught in one place today 

doesn’t mean they’ll be in the same spot tomor-
row, so nearshore anglers will not likely encounter 
the big reds every time, or even most of the time 
that they go fishing, therefore, catching one is an 
accomplishment that usually requires persistence 
and dedication on a part of the angler. When 
deciding where to fish I usually look for places 
where my fish finder shows a good presence 
of baitfish and a lot of trout and croaker on the 
bottom. Pulling into such areas the machine will 
sometimes “mark” big fish close to the bottom but 
there’s no way to tell for certain if they are drum 
or sharks unless the fish show up in a definite 
“school” which is not a characteristic of sharks.

When a likely spot is found I usually prefer 
to anchor the boat and allow the moving fish to 
come to us. In most cases we simply go about our 
business of bottom and shark fishing and figure 
that if the drum pass by we’ll get our shots on 
whatever lines they chose to take. But if drum 
are the primary target 
then single (circle) hook 
bottom rigs baited with 
clam, crab, or larger 
strips of squid or cut fish 
are used. Such baits must 
be checked frequently as 
this time of the year they 
are easily stolen off the 
hook by snapper blues 
and other small fish.

The areas these fish 
might be found could 
range in depths any-
where from 25-feet on 
top of a shoal to 70-
feet in the middle of a 
slew. Unless the drum 
is caught on the shallow 
side of that spectrum, 
anglers should be pre-
pared for the fact that 
the fish might not be 
able to swim back to the 
bottom after it’s been 
released. This is caused 
by a change in pressure 
on the fish’s swim blad-
der which allows the 
internal gases to expand 
and act like a lifejacket 
for the fish.

All the drum needs 
to do is swim down a 
few feet so the gasses 
can recompress, but 
particularly if the fish 
was taken on light line, 
the struggle often saps 
so much energy from the 
fish that it has trouble 
getting down. Anglers 

who have a “venting” tool can use it to vent the 
gas and allow the drum to descend, but those 
who don’t have such a tool can make a “lower-
ing device” by tying a tiny hook and a pound 
or more of weight to the end of a long cord - I 
use the sash-weight and line that anchors my 
wreck-marking buoy. The hook is put through 
a thin sliver of flesh on one of the drum’s lips 
and the fish and weight is lowered 30 or more 
feet down. Then, by snatching on the cord the 
small hook will pull free and the fish will be at 
a depth where it can maintain.

Since any drum caught must be released as 
quickly as possible, anglers should keep their 
photo sessions short and if a lowering device is 
to be used it should be made up ahead of time. I 
know this all sounds like a lot to go through just 
to release a fish, but when you figure that these 
big drum are the mature breeders of the species 
it only stands to reason that they should be given 
every chance possible to survive their encounter 
with what will surely be a very happy angler!

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

FIREARMS for Home Protection, 
Target Shooting & 

Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

Ask 
us 

about 
HQL 

Classes!
AR-10 Still 

Legal

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $225.00 1st year, Renewal $200.00 / Family $275.00 1st year, 

Renewal $250.00 Active Duty Military $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00
Law Enforcement $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00

Now Selling 
Strong Suit 

Gear!

Dave Mathe with his 1350lb. Moose he took in Alaska on the last afternoon of a 12 day hunt. Photo Courtesy of Pooles Taxidermy.
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“Fall has always been my favor-
ite season. The time when every-
thing bursts with its last beauty, 
as if nature had been saving up all 
year for the grand finale.”    Lauren 
DeStefano “Whither”

When you read this issue of the 
Fishing and Hunting Journal fall 
will have officially begun.  The 
fall equinox blessed us with its 
presence on September 22nd.  The 
equinox signifies the start of the 
fall in the Northern Hemisphere.  
The days begin to grow shorter, 
and we begin to relish every minute 
of legal shooting time.   For the 
hunter, fall is like a never-ending 
gift.  Mother nature provides an 
explosion of color and sounds for 
those that head afield.  

The waterfowl hunter is blessed 
with a week of early-season duck 
hunting. October duck hunt-
ing doesn’t require large decoy 
spreads, winter parkas, and insu-
lated waders.  A few decoys, light 
clothes, and perhaps a thermacell 
to keep mosquitoes at bay.

The first half-hour is a magi-
cal time for wood ducks. The 
whistling, squealing, and aerial 
gymnastics through the trees of 
the wood duck is enough to make 
the heart of the most season duck 
hunter beat a little harder.  A drake 
wood duck sports the most beau-
tiful plumage of any duck on top 
of his head. His curved bill and 
nails on his feet make them unique 
among all the dabblers.

Blessed is the waterfowler 
whose decoy spread is dive-
bombed by teal. These miniature 
rockets appear out of nowhere, 
and the swoosh sound they make 
as they rise in front of your face 
is something you will not forget 
anytime soon.  These are the times 
that you wish for a skeet choke in 
your shotgun. In the end, the lucky 
hunter goes home with the finest 
table fare in the waterfowl world.  

Fall allows the whitetail hunter 
endless days afield with archery or 
muzzleloader in hand. Hunters are 
blessed with experiencing the full 
spectrum of whitetail behavior in 
fall. Early on bucks will have shed 
their velvet and will start to break 
up from their bachelor groups. As 
days begin to get shorter, hunters 
will begin to see the signs that 
signal the increase of testoster-
one in bucks, scrapes, and rubs.  
Scrapes that look like a pitcher’s 
mound, and rubs that shred trees 
increase the adrenalin in any deer 
hunter, rivaling that of deer they 
are pursuing.

The ultimate symphony of deer 
hunting in the fall is the rut. I think 
that there is no more magical time 
to be in the woods than during this 
time.  Bucks have shed the instinct 
that has helped them dodge arrows 
and bullets in the past.  Cruising, 
chasing, grunting, fighting and 
breeding are all things that the 
fortunate hunter can experience 
when in the deer woods.  I will 

never forget watching two mag-
nificent bucks stare one another 
down, much like a bull looks at 
the matador. After posturing for a 
minute, they engaged in a battle to 
try and claim the right to be with 
the doe who was content to eat 
while watching the men fight.  The 
two bucks pummeled one another 
for three minutes. When it was all 
done, one ran off and the victor 
stood next to the doe, claiming his 
prize.  I never cease to be amazed 
during this time of the year.

Those Maryland hunters that are 
fortunate enough to draw a bear 
tag will experience fall in a man-
ner that words cannot do justice.  
The color of the leaves in their full 
majesty, cold and crisp air, and 
mountains that seem to contract to 
know that winter is coming.  

I have done this hunt several 

times since the initial season and 
feel chasing bruins in “almost 
Maryland” is something every 
hunter should experience.  Steep 
mountains, dense laurel, running 
streams, and boulder fields make 
for a challenging environment.  
Bears this time of year are on their 
feet most of the day, constantly 
searching for food, hoping to add 
on pounds before winter hiberna-
tion.  Lucky is the hunter who fills 
his tag and is rewarded with bear 
chops, bear grease, and a beauti-
ful hide.

Regardless of what you like to 
hunt, (in my case all of the above 
mentioned) save up sick days, 
work from the field, or burn some 
vacation days and get out during 
the fall.  Mother nature will make 
sure you’re not disappointed.

“The Last Word”“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

Fall is in the Air

410-708-1616

Chad Barrick with his 9 pointer he bagged in Frederick, Co. MD.
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Book of  the Month
HUNTING LIFE: MOMENTS OF TRUTH

Recipe of  the Month
Roasted Whole Duck - Basic Recipe for Crispy Skin
INGREDIENTS
1 Maple Leaf Farms 
Whole Duck (5-6 lbs.), 
defrosted
2 Boiling Water
3 1 Tbsp. Kosher Salt
4 1 1/2 tsp. Freshly 
Ground Black Pepper
5 1 tsp. Paprika
6 1 Orange, cut in 
quarters
7 1 head Garlic, paper removed and top trimmed
8 2 Celery Stalks, cut into 2” pieces

DIRECTIONS
1 - Make sure duck is thoroughly defrosted, if frozen. (Defrost in 
refrigerator for 2-3 days.) Start a large pot of water (deep enough 
to submerge a whole duck) on the stove, bringing to a rolling boil. 
Preheat oven to 425F.
2- Remove duck from bag. Remove orange sauce packet (if included), 
giblets and neck from interior. Save giblets and neck for making stock. 
Remove excess fat from body cavity and neck. Rinse duck inside and 
out under cool running water. Pat duck dry. With a large sharp fork, 
prick the skin all over (approach at an angle) being careful not to 
pierce the meat (if meat is pierced, it will dry out). Carefully put the 
duck in the pot of boiling water; boil for 10 minutes. This will help 
render out some of the fat. Remove duck and let cool. Pat duck dry.
3 - Mix the salt, pepper and paprika. Rub the duck inside and out with 
the spice mixture. Place the duck on a rack in a roasting pan breast-
side up. Stuff the orange quarters, whole head of garlic (top trimmed) 
and cut celery pieces into the cavity of the duck. Fold the neck skin 
under, covering the cavity. Secure with a skewer.
4 - Place the roasting pan in the oven. After 15 minutes, lower the 
oven temperature to 350F. After 45 minutes, remove duck from 
oven. Remove any fat that may have collected in the bottom of the 
roasting pan. Carefully turn duck over, place back on rack in roasting 
pan, and return to oven for 35 minutes. At the end of the 35 minutes, 
remove duck from oven, remove any fat that may have accumulated, 
and carefully turn duck back over so breast side faces up. Return to 
oven. If you have a 5-pound duck, cook for another 15 minutes; for a 
6-pound duck, cook for another 20 minutes (total cooking time should 
add up to about 22 minutes per pound). Be careful not to overcook. 
The internal temperature should be 180F at the thickest part of the leg 
and thigh joint. Remove duck from oven.
5 - Transfer duck to a cutting board and let stand 15 minutes. Remove 
oranges and celery from cavity and throw away. Remove head of 
garlic; roasted head of garlic can be used as a great spread for bread.
6 - Carve duck and serve.

by Peter Ryan

Based in New Zealand’s stunning 
South Island, Peter Ryan’s writing 
and images have appeared in the 
world’s finest outdoor books and 
journals. His new collection delivers 
superbly written essays on hunting, 
the natural world and life in general 
from an acknowledged master of 
outdoor literature. 

In vivid detail Peter Ryan takes 
readers on his adventures - from 
the jagged peaks of New Zealand’s 
Southern Alps to the scorching deserts 
and steaming jungles of Africa. It’s 
a world of tough professionals, 
eccentric characters and stunning 
game species, but also one rich in 
the pleasures of hunting, gun dogs 
and family. Hunting Life - Moments 
of Truth is illustrated by some 
of the finest outdoor artists and 
photographers working today. 

In turn wildly adventurous and gently sentimental, these essays are, in Ryan’s 
own words, ‘a hymn to an old way of life, and a long love letter of sorts.’

Peter Ryan’s writing and images have appeared in the world’s finest outdoor 
magazines, including Gray’s Sporting Journal, Fieldsports, the African Hunting 
Gazette, Sporting Classics, Shooting Sportsman, Field & Game Australia and 
The Hunter’s Journal. His essays have been translated into several languages.

His first two books launched to critical and popular acclaim. His third book 
(‘Hunting Life - Moments of Truth’) will be released in July 2021.

Peter shares a farm on New Zealand’s South Island with his wife, son and 
daughter.

Duck Blind and Goose Pit 
Material by the bundle 

or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125

NATIVE SWITCHGRASS
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Mathews 2020 VRX 28 NEW in 
box  $900 Tex 4106934115

BOAT GLASS TINTING 410-
829-5013

3 A-4 Polyform Red Floats at 
$50 Each and 1 A-2 Float at 
$40 The new price was $85 
These are 2 years old ask for 
Kel 443-350-0283
Big lot of decoys - Call Mike 
443-916- 5414

Building New Crabpots for 
Commericial Use. Custom Built 
on Request to fit your preferred 
style of Crabpot. All pots are 
uniform and build with expert 
craftsmanship. Call or leave a 
text at 240-577-3354 for prices 
and other information.

Amish made board and batten 
hunting blinds. Several options 
to choose from. Made locally by 
Amish carpenters. Email us at 
kingshuntingblinds@gmail.com

New stackable crab traps 
comes with 12ft line float and 
bait spring 
Galvanized traps $12.00 each 
Vinyl traps $13.00 each 
Call 443 248 0802

50 cal. Knight vision muzzle 
loader 3x9 Bushnel scope. Ex-
cellent condition. Plus extras. 

$200.00. 410-693-3123

71189. TFL UNLIMITED. NO 
ROCKFISH.  GUIDES LI-
CENSE  INCLUDED. $8000
240-298-8018

2 brand new Big Game and 
Goliath safety harness. Never 
been used, just have been 
sitting in my hunting room for 
the past few years and I came 
across them today while getting 
gear ready. Came brand new 
with stands I purchased. Selling 
because I have a different har-
ness that I use. 
$30 each or buy the pair for 
$40
Text matt if interested 443-309- 
6185

NOAA Chart Fish Signs. You 
pick the fish and the chart . 
Fluke, Striped Bass, Mahi, 
Tuna, shark, Snook, Red , 
Tarpon and many more....Let 
me know what you want and I’ll 
work up a digital proof before 
you order.
Signs are digital prints sealed 
to half inch wood.
See them all at  
CustomSaltySigns.com

Horse quality alfalfa , orchard 
grass, and mix. Eastern shore 
410-708 4005

Join our small group to hunt 
geese and ducks
In Kent county e-mail gs-
chumann@msn.com
 or call George 410-703-3018 
for details”.

Managed Trophy deer hunts in 
Cecil, Queen Anne, and Caro-
line County. Call 410-758-1824

Enjoy a day full of shoot sport-
ing clays in the morning and 
upland birds in the afternoon. 
Call 410-758-1824

Deer farms in Queen Anne’s 
and Caroline county for rent for 
this season. Call 410-708-1276
 
Wanted Deer & Turkey Hunt-
ers to join a 240 acre hunting 
lease, part woods & part clear 
cut, in Wicomico County, MD  
call 410-852-0550. 

Well established club looking 
for members. Our club oper-
ates on several farms in Kent 
County, Maryland area. Club 
provides all decoys, boats, 
blinds, and pits for your unlim-
ited waterfowl hunting. Kids 
are welcomed and hunt for 
free. Great Guys, Great Hunt-
ing and Just Great Times! 
For More information feel free 
to contact Norman @ 301-
659-8779 or Brian @ 410-

708-9715
$1800.00 per person1/22 
Season

Waterfowl Openings 
2020/2021 Season. 13 Water 
Blinds, 8 ponds, 9 pits and at 
least 12 fields blinds. Kent, 
QueenAnnes and Cecil Coun-
ties. 
443-309-9269
Looking to lease a deer hunt-
ing property for 2019/20 sea-
son - 410-708-0695

Hello out there....anyone have 
a farm to lease for several 
“good older guys” for 2020-21 
waterfowl..Richard 410 375 
8023

Kent County Goose Pit for 
Rent in the Still Pond Area 
2,500 call if interested 443-
309-9269

3 spots available to join in 
on a 500 acre Dorchester 
Sika Deer Lease. 275 acres 
of woods and marsh. Water-
fowl is not included only Sika, 
Whitetail and Turkey. If inter-
ested call John 443-309-9269.

Got 6 responsible hunters look-
ing for land to lease. Contact 
Tim Mills 443 392 2886

FOR SALE MISC.

Classifieds

2021 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

2021 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM
www.majorcrabs.com

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
443-

249-5125
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www.JailbreakTaxidermy.com
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Now Carrying 
Kodabow

Crossbows

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Halethorpe, MD

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
•GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2021 “64 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

2021 HUNTING LICENSES

Full Line of Bowhunting Supplies

BROWNING KNIVES & CLOTHING DOVE SUPPLIES
Stools & Buckets

 Guns & Dove Loads
 Lightweight 
Camouflage

Decoys

Cynergy... 
The Next Step in 
Over and Unders

X-Bolt Hell’s Canyon Speed 
A-TACS AU CAMO

$1049.95 & UP

BAR Mark II 
Safari with BOSS

25-06  270 Win
30-06-spfld

300 win Mag 24”
308 Win Mag.

Citori 725
Sporting Clays & Field Models in Stock

YOUR FULL LINE DEALER

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns

Available in 10. 12, 20, 28 and 410 Gauge
Mossy Oak Camo, Stalker Composite or Clas-

sic, Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

Deer Corn 
Available!

Gold Light 10 Gauge
Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Habitat

or Break Up Country

Browning A5
3”, 3 1/2” Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Habitat

Mossy Oak Break Up Country & Stalker
Sweet 16 Woodstock only.

New Citori CX, CXS, CXT 
Over and Under Shotguns
Semi Gloss Walnut Stocks, 
Field Models, Sporting and 

Trap Models


